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Lariboisiere hospital. I believe, without being able to
swear to it, that Captain Piquot was present and was
informed of my intention, but raised no objection, at least
at the moment.
I returned to the Mairie immediately in order to get a
stretcher. On the way it seemed to me that the attitude
of the crowd had not changed appreciably. There were
undoubtedly more people in the streets, but they did not
seem excited.
I returned to the Rue des Rosiers with the stretcher
carried by two National Guardsmen whom I had requisi-
tioned from the detachment at the Mairie.
The demeanour of the crowd during this second
journey did not yet appear in the least threatening.
I went into the house, had the wounded man placed on
the stretcher and had it carried into the courtyard through
the window of the ground floor. While he was there and
the policeman was taking his name and address, Captain
Piquot came up and warned me that General Lecomte was
opposed to the wounded man being removed to the
hospital.
I went back to General Lecomte, who said that he was
opposed on grounds of prudence to the transfer of the
wounded man, that the sight of him might rouse the mob,
that he could be taken care of and would be moved to
hospital after the military operations had been terminated.
I replied that the district, as I had previously said, was
quite tranquil and that I did not believe personally that the
transfer presented the objections set forth by the General.
Nevertheless, I could do nothing but yield, and I withdrew
without further argument.1
1 The indictment against the assassins of Generals Lecomte and Clement
Thomas states that I wanted to incite insurrection by carrying out the manceuvre
known as * parading the corpse/
It goes on to say thar I wanted to move a wounded man who had already
received all possible care from a military surgeon. I countered by the demand
that they produce this military surgeon, that they ask him to state where and when
be examined the wounded man, what was the nature of the wound, and what dressing